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DEPARTMENT OF OSTEOPATHIC PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE
Chair: 
Dennis C. Rau, Jr., DO (dcr039@shsu.edu) 
Associate Dean for Osteopathic Integration

Contact Information: 
SJ Ramirez 
Administrative Associate  
(936) 202-5243 
COM Office: 320F

Website: Department of Osteopathic Principles and Practice (https://www.shsu.edu/academics/colleges/osteopathic-medicine/academics/
osteopathic-principles-practice/)

Mission
The mission of the SHSU-COM Department of Osteopathic Principles and Practices is to foster and support the use and integration of osteopathic
philosophy and hands-on techniques for the delivery of quality, patient-centered medical care.

Academic Programs 
• Doctor of Osteopathic Medicine (https://catalog.shsu.edu/graduate-and-professional/college-departments/osteopathic-medicine/osteopathic-

medicine-do/) 

Juanita M Brown, DO (jmb228@shsu.edu), Associate Professor of Osteopathic Principles and Practice, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract, DO,
Nova Southeastern University; BS, Florida Southern College

Peter Andrew Curka, DO (pac027@shsu.edu), Associate Professor of Osteopathic Manipulative Medicine, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract, DO,
University of New England; BS, Boston College

Patrick Rhodes Davis, PHD (davisp@shsu.edu), Associate Professor of Osteopathic Principles and Practice, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract,
PHD, East Carolina Univ; BS, Brigham Young University

Simeon Sreyas Nittala, DO (sxn067@shsu.edu), Assistant Professor of Osteopathic Principles and Practice, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract, DO,
Midwestern Univ; BS, Univ of Illinois-Chicago

Gary L Rhame, DO (glr024@shsu.edu), Assistant Professor of Osteopathic Principles and Practice, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract, DO, Univ of
N. Texas Hlth Sci Cnt; BS, Stephen F Austin University

Ava Cheryl Stanczak, DO (acs143@shsu.edu), Professor of Osteopathic Principles and Practice, Department of Osteopath Principles & Pract, DO, Univ of
North TX Hlth Sci Cntr; BA, Univ of North Texas
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