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ED.D. IN DEVELOPMENTAL EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION
The Doctor of Education in Developmental Education Administration is an interdisciplinary doctoral program designed to prepare educators to develop
and administer programs for underprepared community college and university students. The doctorate provides the means for continued intellectual
growth through advanced and specialized education that emphasizes original research with the goal to develop leaders in the field of Developmental
Education.

Graduates of this doctoral program will have the ability and knowledge to apply administrative theory to instructional leadership functions; set goals,
assign responsibilities, verify how well resources are allocated and utilized in instructional improvement; plan and administer the designed curriculum;
use appropriate communication and interpersonal skills in consultation and evaluations; interpret the relationships among federal, state, and local
education agencies and the laws applicable to the administration of the schools and universities; design educational research and interpret results;
and apply data to educational processing capabilities and leadership functions.

Advising and mentoring support is consistently offered via Internet communications, telephone, videoconferencing, and during
the DVED 7110 advising course sessions. General program advising for students occurs on a regular basis and students may request individual
advising meetings as needed.

Admission requires the commitment to devote a significant amount of time to the program. The Developmental Education Administration program
follows a cohort model. This means that individuals are admitted to a specific group, called a cohort, and are required to take their coursework at the
same time as the other individuals in the cohort. In the event of emergencies that require individuals to drop out of the normal schedule, they may be
required to join another cohort with a different schedule.

Application Deadlines

New cohorts begin each Summer semester. To ensure full consideration for cohort admission, applicants should submit all required materials before
the priority deadline (March 15).  A limited number of applicants for non-cohort-based admission may be considered in other semesters as space
allows and at the discretion of the program director.  Only applicants who meet institutional deadlines for admission in those semesters will be
considered.  Non-cohort-based admission is not guaranteed and is dependent upon space.

Applicants seeking admission to the doctoral program in Developmental Education Administration must submit the following directly to the Office of
Graduate Admissions (https://www.shsu.edu/dept/graduate-admissions/prospective-students.html):

1. Graduate Application (http://www.shsu.edu/admissions/apply-texas.html)
2. Application Fee (http://www.shsu.edu/dept/graduate-studies/application-fee.html)
3. Official transcript from the baccalaureate degree granting institution
4. Official transcript showing receipt of a master’s degree 
5. Graduate GPA of 3.5 or higher preferred
6. Personal statement (1000 word maximum)
7. Three Reference Rating Forms, two from current or previous supervisors in schools or agencies where the applicant has been employed and one
from a current or former graduate level professor who holds a terminal degree
8. Current resume or curriculum vitae

Note: Applicants selected after the initial screening will be invited for an online interview.

The program requires a minimum of sixty hours of graduate credit, successful passing of a comprehensive examination, and completion of a
dissertation.

After the completion of nineteen semester hours (three semesters) of doctoral level coursework in the program, each student will be considered for
full admission to candidacy. Successful academic progress, interpersonal skills, and motivation will determine whether the student should continue
with the program. After full admission to the program, the student’s doctoral dissertation committee will be assigned by the Program Director and
supported by the Chair of the Department of Educational Leadership.

A comprehensive examination will be taken after the completion of thirty-eight hours of required coursework. Students must be enrolled during the
semester the comprehensive examination is taken. After successful completion of the comprehensive examination, the student may propose and
defend the dissertation proposal.

Code Title Hours
EdD in Developmental Education Administration
Developmental Education Courses
DVED 7110 Doctoral Stdy - Dev Ed Admin 1 3
DVED 7360 Developmental Ed & Postsec Std 3
DVED 7364 Adv Learning Theory in Dev Ed 3
DVED 7366 Outcome Assessment in DVED 3
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DVED 7367 Designing Lrning Env in Dev Ed 3
EDLD 7337 Academic Writing & Research 3
EDLD 7371 Cntmp Iss in Hig Ed Ldsh & Adm 3
HEDL 7374 The College Student 3
HEDL 7377 Ldrshp of Higher Ed Institu 3
Research Tools
EDER 7365 Statistical Methods 3
EDER 7362 Methods of Education Research 3
EDER 7372 Qualitative Inquiry 3
Advanced Developmental Core
CIED 7331 Teaching Strategies for Developmental Mathematics 3
DVED 7336 Internship in Development Educ 3
DVED 7365 Student Noncognitive Developmt 3
LITC 7336 Strategies for College Reading in Developmental Education 3
Dissertation
EDLD 7363 Proposal Development 3
DVED 8033 Dissertation Preparation 2 9

Total Hours 60

1 DVED 7110 must be taken three times for a total of three hours.
2 DVED 8033 must be taken at least three times for a minimum total of nine hours. Once enrolled in this course, the student must enroll in it until

graduation.

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) marketable skills initiative is part of the state’s 60x30TX plan and was designed to help
students articulate their skills to employers.  Marketable skills are those skills valued by employers and/or graduate programs that can be applied in a
variety of work or education settings and may include interpersonal, cognitive, and applied skill areas.

The Ed.D. in Developmental Education Administration is designed to provide graduates with the following marketable skills:

• Advanced oral and written communication skills to support scholarly pursuits.
• Advanced knowledge and expertise in developmental education, student support, and student success.
• Ability to lead and conduct program or service evaluation in higher education.
• Advanced study of leadership.
• Application and immersion in online teaching and learning.


