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DEPARTMENT OF VICTIM STUDIES
Chair
Shelly Clevenger (sxc167@shsu.edu)

Department of Victim Studies
Telephone: 936-294-4735

Website
Department of Victim Studies (Forthcoming)

About
Be a part of the new, path-breaking Department of Victim Studies, the only one of its kind  in the nation! The Department is home to the Master of
Science in Victim Services Management (MSVSM) program, one of the most innovative criminal justice programs available within the United States.

The Master of Science in Victim Services Management program remains a leader in providing high quality education to students in the field of victim
services and has broad application to policy analysts, program administrators, and direct service providers. Through a rigorous, online curriculum,
developed and delivered by experienced faculty, the program is committed to promoting professionalism in victim services nationwide. Students
earning this advanced degree will be educated on evidence-based best practices to provide more optimal programming for victims of crime.

Faculty include renowned victimology scholars and esteemed victim service professionals with a combination of extensive education and field
experience. Online graduate programs in the College of Criminal Justice have been consistently ranked among the top criminal justice programs in the
United States. The MSVSM program is acknowledged in this distinguished ranking.

Mission

The MSVSM program is committed to providing high-quality instruction to students in the field of victim services. Its goal is to produce a population of
leaders prepared to administer quality programs based on a solid understanding of industry trends and evidence-based practices.

As a graduate student in the Victim Studies Department at SHSU, you will:

• Learn from renowned victimology scholars and faculty with extensive field experience
• Enroll in courses that are National Advocate Credentialing Program-approved
• Have exposure to service learning opportunities
• Have access to academic advising services and a job and information portal

Contact Information

General Information on the Department of Victim Studies: Melissa Hicks, mae026@shsu.edu or 936-294-4735

General Information on the College of CCJ graduate programs: Doris Pratt (pratt@shsu.edu), Graduate Coordinator, (936) 294-3637

Department of Victim Studies Administration:

Shelly Clevenger: Associate Professor and Department Chair, 936-294-1647

Shelly Clevenger: Coordinator for the Master of Science in Victim Services Management Program, 936-294-1647

• Master of Science in Victim Service Management (http://catalog.shsu.edu/archives/2020-2021/graduate-and-professional/college-departments/
criminal-justice/criminal-justice-criminology/victims-services-management-ms/)

Scholarships

Scholarships and financial assistance are available. Scholarships are awarded on a competitive basis based upon academic performance and letters
of recommendation, among other factors.

Financial awards are available, including out-of-state tuition waivers. University policy requires all students to pay in-state tuition.

Information on specific scholarships available in the College of Criminal Justice are available through Cutty Gilbert (cutty@shsu.edu) at (936)
294-3755. Potential graduate students should contact Doris Pratt (pratt@shsu.edu) at (936) 294-3637. Students may also apply for scholarships
through the Graduate School. Certain conditions apply. For specific information regarding the Graduate School General Scholarship, contact Graduate
Studies at: 936.294.2408 or gradstudies@shsu.edu.
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CRIJ 5330. Critical Analys Of Justice Adm. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 530); Students engage in an analysis of the criminal justice system in the United States that covers the role of justice agencies
as part of societal response to crime, the knowledge base of the criminal justice system, issues, problems, and trends.

CRIJ 5332. Perspectives In Criminology. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 532); Students survey the field of criminology that emphasizes perspectives regarding the making of law, breaking of law, and
societal responses to the breaking of law.

CRIJ 5334. Courts As Organizations. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 534); Students engage in a critical evaluation of the dispensing of justice in the United States, using a systems theory
approach and current court policy.

CRIJ 5363. The Juvenile Offender. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 563); Students explore theoretical perspectives regarding the causes and correlates of juvenile offending. Particular attention
is paid to the role of family, peers, and school.

CRIJ 5364. Seminar in Victimology. 3 Hours.
Students are introduced to the study of criminal victimization. Students gain a solid understanding of the theories of crime victimization, findings from
contemporary research, typologies, best practices, and policy implications. Credit 3 .

CRIJ 5365. Seminar in Crime Victim Services and Management. 3 Hours.
Satisfying a core requirement of the Master of Science in Victim Services Management program, students are oriented to topics in non-profit agency
management with a particular focus on residential shelters. By the end of this course, students will have a solid understanding of the evidence-based
practices and laws that govern shelter service delivery. Credit 3 .

CRIJ 5366. Advocacy and Case Management. 3 Hours.
Students are provided with an advanced understanding of advocacy work. Bridging research, policy, and practice, students explore the history of the
victim rights movement and principles of empowerment-based advocacy. Issues surrounding confidentiality, professionalism, and ethics in service
provision are also explored.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 5367. Gender and Criminal Justice. 3 Hours.
Students explore the role of gender in offending, victimization, and criminal justice processing as well as evaluate the influence of gender on working
in criminal justice professions. Criminological and victimological theories are assessed in light of gender and the relationship between gender and
criminal justice as drawn from both the social and biological sciences.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 5368. Human Sex Trafficking. 3 Hours.
Students explore the scope and magnitude of global and domestic human sex trafficking as well as synthesize the research on antecedents to entry
into the sex trade and mental and physical health outcomes as a result of trafficking victimization. Traffickers and solicitors are examined in light of
criminological and victimology theory and research. Public policy, criminal justice responses, and social service delivery for victims of trafficking are
evaluated and assessed in terms of effectiveness. Prerequiste: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 5370. Elder Abuse and Victimization. 3 Hours.
Students engage in a broad-based study of social, physical, and psychological description, including dynamics of aging, coupled with an advanced
understanding of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation and the incidence and prevalence of these crimes as well as prevailing theoretical perspectives
that explain elder abuse and victimization. Particular attention is paid to elder abuse and the law, along with social service, law enforcement, and
medical responses to these offenses. In addition, students explore long-range trends in aging in the U.S. and national, state, and local initiatives to
protect the population's eldest members.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 5371. Interpersonal Violence. 3 Hours.
Students explore non-lethal and lethal violence occurring over the life course between or among persons who are typically related by blood, legal
union, or cohabitation. This includes intimate partners, children, parents and other family members, as well as close friends. Emphasis is placed on
the evaluation of community-based resources for preventing or responding to interpersonal violence, along with history of public policy. In addition,
students evaluate the challenges of coordinating efforts among legal, medical, and social service providers.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 5372. Community Based Corrections. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 572); Students are provided an overview of techniques and procedures used in the supervision of adult and juvenile
probationers and parolees and other residents of community-based corrections facilities in addition to the preparation of social history, pre-hearing,
and pre-sentence investigation reports. An emphasis is placed on practical problems confronting the probation and parole officers.

CRIJ 5383. Family Violence. 3 Hours.
This course is designed to bridge research, policy, and practice and to orient students to topics in family violence. Students examine victim-offender
relationship dynamics, theoretical explanations for battering, danger assessment, barriers to help-seeking, and legal considerations.
Prerequisite: None.
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CRIJ 5384. Child Abuse and Neglect. 3 Hours.
This course is designed to bridges research, policy, and practice in addressing the history and development of the child saving movement in the United
States. Students examine practical considerations for advocates, including mandatory reporting, confidentiality, and abuse and neglect indicators.
Prerequisite: None.

CRIJ 5385. Non-Profit Grant Writing. 3 Hours.
Students are familiarized with the process of non-profit grant writing. Students write grants for the mock shelter programs they developed in
CRIJ 5365 Crime Victims Services and Management Seminar. They learn how to develop a proposal and the various types of grants. Logic models and
performance measures are explored.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5365.

CRIJ 5392. Survey Of Research Methods. 3 Hours.
Students examine the theory and application of social science research techniques and designs, with a focus on the interpretation and use of
research findings. Students who have not completed an introductory course in research methods within the past five years must take CRIJ 3378 as a
prerequisite.

CRIJ 5393. Legl Aspects Criminal Just Sys. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 593); Students study the aspects of law which are relevant to and essential for a better understanding of the criminal justice
system and its related processes.

CRIJ 6093. Independent Studies in CJ. 1-3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 693);This course is designed for the directed study of individual students who wish to engage in intensive study in some
specific area of research. Variable Credit (1-3). .
Prerequisite: Consent of the Assistant Dean for Graduate Programs of the College and of the instructor directing the readings.

CRIJ 6099. Thesis. 1-3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 699); The completion and defense of the Thesis. (The student must be registered in 6099 the semester in which he/she
receives his/her master's degree.) Variable Credit (1-3).

CRIJ 6330. Neurobiology of Trauma. 3 Hours.
Students are provided with an advanced understanding of the role of the brain, brain systems, and hormone/chemical responses in explaining
reactions to experiencing and witnessing a variety of traumatic events. Information is contrasted to traditional, responses from criminal justice
practitioners (e.g., law enforcement, courtroom actors), medical staff, and social service personnel when presented with victims of trauma. Evidence-
based practices for effective forensic interview techniques and victim advocacy are synthesized in light of recent advances in neuroscience of trauma.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 5364.

CRIJ 6332. Resource Development in the Organizational Context. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 632); Students explore critical issues and strategic questions regarding managing human resources in criminal justice
agencies. Policy areas discussed are: (1) employee influence; (2) human resource flow; (3) reward systems; and (4) work systems. Human resource
management as a coherent, proactive management model.

CRIJ 6333. Seminar In Org & Administratn. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 633); Students study the bureaucracy and complex organizations with a strong emphasis on the concepts and practices of
the organization and management of public agencies in the United States. Special consideration is given to the various philosophies, typologies, and
models of administrative systems in criminal justice.

CRIJ 6334. Resrch Mthd & Quantve Analysis. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 634);Students explore the methods and techniques of research and research design; conducting and assessing research in
the criminal justice agency management environment; translation of research findings to policy; and informational resources readily available to the
agency manager. This course is designed to prepare students to gather decision-relevant information.

CRIJ 6335. Seminar In Leadership & Mgt. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 635); Students explore problems and alternative solutions in criminal justice management. The case study method and current
readings provide an admixture of practical and educational experiences intended to foster and disseminate new ideas for management strategies,
especially as this is impacted by leadership styles, human resources, and the environment.

CRIJ 6336. Comp/Tech Applications For CJ. 3 Hours.
Students examine the techniques of data processing with emphasis upon utilization and application to criminal justice information management.

CRIJ 6338. Coordinating Victim Services. 3 Hours.
Students are provided with an overview of the professional stakeholders in victim service delivery to ensure efficient, professional, and cooperative
victim-centered responses to trauma and criminal victimization. Students evaluate the preventative and reactive mechanisms available to a range of
government and non-government providers and synthesizes the management of these victim service provisions. Additionally, students explore the
challenges of coordinating efforts between different professional organizations and ways to critically and effectively address problems. Prerequisite:
CRIJ 5364, CRIJ 5365, & CRIJ 5366.

CRIJ 6339. Police In Society. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 639); Students examine the evolution of police in modern society with a special emphasis given to the role of the police play in
contemporary society. Current research examining the function of the police will be examined.
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CRIJ 6360. Seminar In Deviant Behav. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 660); Students analyze behavior which violates expectations that are shared and recognized as legitimate. Special attention is
focused on societal reactions to such behavior.

CRIJ 6361. Social Policy. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 661); Students evaluate the legal, social, economic, philosophic, and controversial issues of governmental programs,
administered by federal, state, local units of government, and the client systems served.

CRIJ 6363. Leadrshp Psy In C J Management. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 663); Students examine the important psychological processes that are involved in dealing with others. The manner in which
an individual’s thoughts, feelings, and behaviors are influenced by others, especially in a criminal justice leadership environment, is the focal point.

CRIJ 6365. Comm Theory & Admin Of Justice. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 665); Students examine the nature of criminal justice organizations as components of the political, social, and economic inter-
organizational networks that comprise communities. Topics such as the intersection of criminal justice, mental health, juvenile justice and educational
systems are examined. The impact of criminal victimization and attributes of communities that foster crime are examined in detail. The processes that
motivate and implement change in community-based organizations are also addressed.

CRIJ 6368. Semnr Drugs,Society,Policy Iss. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 668); Students focus on issues and problems surrounding the problem of illicit drugs in society. Particular emphasis is placed
on policy related issues.

CRIJ 6372. Seminar In Crim & Corrections. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 672); Students explore theory and problems in Criminology and Corrections. One or more term papers evidencing qualities of
scholarship will be required.

CRIJ 6385. Stats For C J Research. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 685); Students review descriptive and graphical techniques for criminal justice and criminological research, including
probability and sampling theory, the normal curve and statistical inference, Central Limit Theorem, Chi-square, T and F distributions, analysis of
variance, and linear regression.

CRIJ 6386. Stats for CJ Research II. 3 Hours.
Students cover statistical analyses and techniques such as reliability tests, factor analysis, and multiple imputation. Various modeling strategies are
also covered, including logistic regression, ordinal regression, Poisson regression, and negative binomial regression.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 6385.

CRIJ 6387. The Ethics Of Criminal Justice. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 687); Students explore ethics and moral philosophy in criminal justice, including the role of natural law, constitutional law, code
of ethics, and philosophical principles. Strong emphasis is placed on examining the role of justice in a free society and the practical implications of
justice to practitioners of police, courts, and corrections.

CRIJ 6388. Emergent Issues In CJ Leadrshp. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 688); This course serves as a capstone course for the Master of Science in Criminal Justice Leadership program, providing an
opportunity for the integration of information offered in the program and its relationship to emergent issues. Students address the effect of emergent
perspectives in organization theory on public administration in general and more specifically upon criminal justice management and leadership.
Students examine the impact of emergent technology upon criminal justice operations as well as study the integration of organization theory,
principles of public administration, and community expectations of criminal justice leaders.

CRIJ 6392. Program Evaluation In CJ. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 692); Students study the principles and techniques of program evaluation, including models and case studies.

CRIJ 6394. Special Topics-Criminal Justce. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 694); This course is needed to offer master’s level students the option of registering for a multi-topic course. Students can take
the course under various special topics being offered.

CRIJ 6396. Legal Aspects Of CJ Management. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 696); Students are provided an overview of the legal issues commonly facing managers in criminal justice agencies. Particular
emphasis is placed on public employment law including the hiring, promoting, disciplining and discharging of employees, fair employment practices,
and agency and administrator civil liability. Both state and federal statutory and case law are examined.

CRIJ 6398. Thesis Practicum. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 698); Students are provided an overview of research strategies; principles of research writing; and procedures for initiating,
executing, and completing a Thesis. Preparation and approval of a Prospectus. (Preliminary planning for the Thesis should begin during the first
semester of graduate work; the student should enroll in CRIJ 6398 after he/she has completed 12 semester hours of graduate work.)

CRIJ 7070. Independent Studies in CJ. 1-3 Hours.
Directed readings designed to give the student flexibility in developing an area of specialization. Variable Credit (1-3). A student can take only two
CRIJ 7070 courses.
Prerequisite: Enrollment requires prior permission of the appropriate Dean and the supervising faculty which is given only when necessary to meet
specific needs of the student and the College.
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CRIJ 7330. Seminar In Organization Theory. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 730); Students examine organizational thought with application to criminal justice as well as analyze the developmental state
of organizational theory, including historical derivations and the implications of various theoretical bases for organizational functioning.

CRIJ 7333. Proseminar In C.J. Issues. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 733); This course is designed to give doctoral students a current, thorough, and comprehensive review of the criminal justice
system with a focus on how the system functions in theory and practice and current future needs and trends. Students are required to submit
extensive critiques and to participate in panel discussions.

CRIJ 7334. Smnr In American Policing. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 734); Students examine the philosophy and role of policing in the United States, politics of policing, managing police
organizations, police community relations, police operational and administrative practices, police research, police executive development, emergent
issues and problems in policing.

CRIJ 7336. Seminar In American Correction. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 736); Students engage in an in-depth examination of the various issues and problems in corrections as they relate to
administration and management. A variety of problems is explored, including the philosophical justification for prisons, personnel management,
sentencing and its implications, community-based corrections, rehabilitation, judicial intervention, and correctional reform.

CRIJ 7337. Criminological Theory. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 737); Students are provided an overview of the major paradigms focusing on the causes of crime and deviant behavior
with special attention given to the social, political, and intellectual background, which each perspective arose. The course includes a discussion of
criminological theories from a philosophy of science perspective focusing on issues such as theory construction, theoretical integration, and the
formal evaluation of theory.

CRIJ 7338. Seminar In American Courts. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 738); Students examine the role and structure of prosecution, public defense, and the courts in the United States jurisprudence
with emphasis upon criminal law and problems in the administration of justice.

CRIJ 7339. Distr & Correlates Of Crime. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 739); Students engage in a survey of research on the scope and nature of criminal activity and factors correlated with criminal
behavior. Attention specifically on four general categories: race/ethnicity, gender, age, and class. Students examine the issues of etiology, victimology,
differential police enforcement, sentencing, and correctional practices.

CRIJ 7340. Administration of Justice. 3 Hours.
Students in this advanced seminar address criminal justice systems theory, discretionary decision-making in criminal justice, and factors related to
differences and discrimination in system processing.

CRIJ 7360. Adv Smnr In Criminological Thr. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 760). Students engage in extensive studies in areas of classical and/or current criminological theory. A basic knowledge of
criminology is assumed. Emphasis is placed on analytical, critical evaluation, and the advancement of theory.

CRIJ 7366. Seminar on Penalty of Death. 3 Hours.
Students examine the death penalty with a focus on areas of research needed in order to better evaluate the appropriateness of this sanction. This
course includes: 1) a specific focus on the death penalty from a variety of different perspectives; 2) a critical examination of the existing body of
scholarship; and 3) the identification of what is needed for evolving scholarship in each area.

CRIJ 7371. Special Topics-Criminal Justce. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 771). This course is needed to offer doctoral level students the option of registering for a multi-topic course. The student can
take the course under various special topics being offered.

CRIJ 7373. Research Practicum. 3 Hours.
(SH Prior Course ID: CJ 773); Students engage in supervised training, including special applications in information acquisition, storage, retrieval,
analysis, and display in criminal justice.

CRIJ 7375. Seminar in Legal Aspects of CJ. 3 Hours.
Students address legal research, constitutional law, criminal procedure, criminal law, and juvenile justice as relevant to understanding the criminal
justice system and its related processes.

CRIJ 7387. Research Design. 3 Hours.
Students engage in advanced study of scientific inquiry with an emphasis on the practical aspects of research design and implementation. Topics
may include the philosophy of science; the relationship of sampling theory to statistical theory; studies in causation; non-experimental research; data
systems and modern data processing techniques.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 7434 and consent of instructor.

CRIJ 7389. Advanced Statistics II. 3 Hours.
Students engage in a survey of reliability analysis, loglinear, and logit loglinear analysis, nonlinear, weighted and two stage least-squares regression,
probit analysis, survival analysis and Cox regression.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 7434.
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CRIJ 7393. Computer Based Data Analysis. 3 Hours.
This course is intended to develop proficiency in data analysis using computerized statistical programs such as SPSS. Statistical theory and research
design issues are combined with hands-on computer experience. The course emphasizes data management, multivariate statistics, and diagnostics.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 1387, CRIJ 7389, and CRIJ 7434.

CRIJ 7442. Advanced Statistics I. 4 Hours.
Students are introduced to multivariate statistical techniques, including multiple regression, logistic regression, discriminate analysis, multivariate
analysis of variance, canonical correlation, factor analysis, cluster analysis, and multidimensional scaling.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 6385 or equivalent in past years.

CRIJ 8099. Dissertation IV. 1-3 Hours.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 8396, CRIJ 8397, and CRIJ 8398.

CRIJ 8396. Dissertation. 3 Hours.

CRIJ 8397. Dissertation II. 3 Hours.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 8396.

CRIJ 8398. Dissertation III. 3 Hours.
Prerequisite: CRIJ 8396 and CRIJ 8397.


